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Legislature Update
The 2013 Session of the Kansas Legislature is churning towards the April 5, 
first adjournment. The focus now is on continuation of the individual income 
taxes that begin in 2012 and the balancing of the State’s budget to make 
up for the reduction in revenue. In 2010 the Legislature approved a 1% 
increase in the Kansas sales tax to help to budget shortfall created by the 
economic downturn. Unlike Washington, Kansas is constitutionally required 
to produce a balanced budget. .6% of the sales tax increase was scheduled 
to expire on June 30, 2013. .4% of the sales tax increase is scheduled to be 
transferred to the State Highway Fund to provide a revenue stream for the 
T-Works Transportation Plan. The House Taxation Committee produced and 
income tax reduction plan which would have redirected the .4% to the State 
General Fund for the next two years, thus reducing the size of the T-Works 
by $348 million. The full House during debate on the tax bill restored the .4% 
to the T-Works Program. The Kansas Senate, which has passed an income 
tax reduction bill, also retained the .6% sales tax increase for the State 
General Fund to avoid draconian budget cuts to schools and allow for further 
reductions in Kansas income tax. By April 5, the House and Senate must 
reconcile their difference. KMCA supports continues support funding of the 
T-Works program.

HB 2234, as introduced, would allow the Kansas Department of 
Transportation (KDOT), specifically the Secretary of Transportation, to 
assume control of the daily operations of the Kansas Turnpike Authority 
(KTA). KMCA strongly opposed this bill. The House Transportation 
Committee amended the bill which removed the Secretary of Transportation 
from being the Chairman of the KTA Board and the Chief Executive Officer 
and restored the current structure. In addition, during the House floor debate, 
HB 2234 was further amended to allow for turnpike dollars to be spent on 
highways of the state that connect to the turnpike within 10 miles of such 
interchange. In other words, for the first time in KTA’s sixty year history tolls 
paid by customers of the turnpike could be used off of the turnpike. Tolls 
become a tax. KMCA reiterate our opposition to the KTA/KDOT merger 
legislation before the Senate Ways and Means Committee. The full Senate 
has yet to act as of our printing deadline. The Brownback administration has 
stated the merger of KTA and KDOT will create savings of $15 million a year.  
KMCA has not seen a list of “efficiencies” derived from a KTA/KDOT merger. 
This issue has not been vetted, studied or priced. The consequences are 
completely unknown. KMCA believes if KTA is turned over to a government 
agency and subject to the whims of the Governor and Legislature, tolls would 
rise to the point where the trucking industry Story continues on page 2. 
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Helen Maxine 
Graves, 92, 
Centennial, Colo., 
passed away 
peacefully at 
Littleton Adventist 
Hospital in Littleton, 
Colo., on March 17, 
2013. She was born 
on Aug. 27, 1920 
in Ottawa County, 
Kansas to Bruce 
Driskell Mayo and 
Elnora Pitts Mayo. 
She graduated from 
Salina High School 
in 1938. On Nov. 6, 
1940, she married 

William Henry Graves in Salina, Kan. William served 
as KMCA President in 1946. He owned Graves Truck 
Line in Salina. Their son former Governor Bill Graves is 
currently the CEO and president of ATA.

She was preceded in her death by her husband William, 
on March 18, 2005, her brothers, Bruce Mayo, Jr. 
and Leonard Eugene Mayo. Helen is survived by her 
daughter, Martha Graves Reese (Mark C. Reese) of 
Greenwood Village, Colo., and son William Preston 
Graves (Linda Richey Graves) of McLean, Va., and her 
three grandchildren, Rachel Elizabeth Reese, Denver, 
Colo., Garrett Adam Reese, Bozeman, Mont., and 
Katherine Preston Graves, McLean, Va. She is also 
survived by five nieces and nephews; Nancy Leeane 
Mayo, Lubbock, TX; Betty Jean Mayo Wilsie, Ft. Worth, 
TX; Ernest Bruce Mayo, Lincoln, Calif.; Steven Harold 

Mayo, Auburn, Calif. and Theresa Helene Mayo Molossi, 
Daly City, Calif.

While in Salina, she was active in many organizations. 
She served on the boards of Asbury Hospital, United 
Way, Saline County Cancer Society, Kansas Wesleyan 
Foundation and the YWCA. She was a member of 
Chapter ED PEO. She was a lifetime member of First 
United Methodist Church and a member of the Salina 
Country Club. She was active in the Republican Party 
and most proud of her son who served as a two-term 
Governor of the state of Kansas. She was shining light 
in the city of Salina both in her volunteer activities and 
her philanthropy. Her latest endeavor was the W.H. 
and Helen M. Graves Blood Platelet Center which was 
dedicated in August 2007.

Helen moved to Centennial, Colo. in 2007 and lived at 
the Holly Creek Retirement Community. She enjoyed all 
the many activities and met many new friends as well 
as reconnect with a high school classmate. She enjoyed 
her time with her grandchildren and was very involved in 
their lives.

The funeral was held at the First United Methodist 
Church, 122 North Eighth Street on Tues. March 26, 
2013. Helen’s burial is at the Roselawn Memorial Park, 
1920 East Crawford, Salina, Kan.

Memorials may be made to the First United Methodist 
Church, 122 North Eighth Street, Salina, KS 67401, 
Salina Regional Health Foundation, 400 South Santa 
Fe, Salina, KS 67401 or Presbyterian Manor of Salina, 
2601 East Crawford Street, Salina, KS 67401.

In Memoriam: Helen Maxine Graves

Helen M. Graves
Photo provided by Salina Journal

would no longer see value in using the turnpike and 
instead seek alternate routes to traverse Kansas 
or bypass the State altogether. KMCA continues to 
strongly oppose HB 2234.

The Legislature has approved legislation that would 
extend an exemption from oversize and overweight 
permits for the transportation of hay during drought 
as declared the Governor’s emergency declaration 
authority. In addition, KMCA was able to remove 
motor carriers transporting anhydrous ammonia in 

tanks with a capacity greater the 3,500 water gallons 
from a bill requiring all owners of anhydrous ammonia 
tanks to register those tanks with the Kansas 
Department of Agriculture and supply proof of liability 
insurance. KMCA will update the membership on 
the final actions of the 2013 Legislature in the April 
Dispatch. 

If you have questions, please contact Tom Whitaker at 
785-267-1641 or e-mail at tomw@kmca.org. 

Legislature Update | Continued from Page 1
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Welcome to our  
New Members!

B & B Trucking - Garden City, KS
Ellsworth Service Center  

- Ellsworth, KS
Kitch Towing & Recovery  

- Topeka, KS 
Stieben Trucking - Wichita, KS 

White Ag Services LLC - Oxford, KS

inlandtruck.com

Since 1978 we’ve been keeping your 
vehicles working as hard as you do. 
And just because we’ve moved to 
a new location on Norman doesn’t 
mean that’s going to change. We’re 
the same old friends you’ve come 
to count on. So stop by and see us. 
We’d love to catch up. 

3610 S. Norman Street
Wichita, KS 67215
(316) 945-0255 or (800) 362-2219
Fax (316) 942-0537

Parts & Service Hours:
Monday – Friday 7:30 a.m. – 11:00 p.m.
Saturday 7:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

PEP Contributor
March 5 & 6

Wurtz Trucking LLC - Clifton, KS
Jesse Latham & Sons Inc.  

- Republic, KS

KMCA Calendar of  Events
Apr. 18, 2013 - Safety Awards Banquet  

 Capitol Plaza Hotel - Topeka

May 5, 2013 - Towing & Recovery Championships - Manhattan

May 14, 2013 - Safety Management Council Meeting

May 21, 2013 - PRO Truck Golf Classic -  
Sand Creek Station - Newton

June 14-15, 2013 - Kansas Truck Driving Championships  
Capitol Plaza Hotel - Topeka

July 9, 2013 - Safety Management Council Meeting - Topeka

Sept. 10, 2013 - Safety Management Council Meeting  

Sept. 25-27, 2013 - KMCA Annual Convention  
Hyatt Regency Hotel - Wichita

Nov. 12, 2013 - Safety Management Council Meeting  
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Wells Fargo Insurance Services works with trucking businesses 
and specialized carriers to design efficient and effective risk 
management programs for fleets, both large and small, to 
mitigate and to transfer business risks, going beyond traditional 
insurance products. With our personalized approach, we can 
work with you to build the level of protection you need for your 
specific situation, and ensure your coverage remains the right fit 
over time.

Team up with us today.
Wells Fargo Insurance Services USA, Inc.
Stephen Chubb
800-279-2240 ext. 2924
steve.chubb@wellsfargo.com

Managing risks so you can focus on the road

© 2011 Wells Fargo Insurance Services.  
All rights reserved.

wellsfargo.com/wfis 

Wells Fargo Insurance Services

ATRI President Receives 2013 Influential  
Woman in Trucking Award

At the annual meeting of the Truckload Carriers 
Association, the Women In Trucking (WIT) 
organization presented Rebecca Brewster, 
president and COO of the American Transportation 
Research Institute (ATRI), with its prestigious 2013 
“Influential Woman in Trucking” award. This is the 
third time the award has been issued by WIT.
 
This year WIT reviewed more than 100 nominations 
before selecting Brewster. The award is presented 
to women in the trucking industry who are 
responsible for critical decision-making, have a 
proven track record in management, and who 
provide a role model for other women. Ellen Voie, 
WIT president and CEO said, “We are excited to 
honor a woman who has had so much influence on 
commercial trucking.”
 

For the last ten years, Brewster has served as 
president and COO of ATRI, an independent 
research arm of the trucking industry. She also 
serves in many other capacities including ex officio 
member of the Transportation Research Board 
Executive Committee and several University 
Transportation Center boards.
 
“The transportation industry and our nation at large 
is dependent on individuals whose vision for the 
safe and efficient movement of commerce is based 
upon factual research,” Steve Williams, Chairman 
of Maverick Transportation and chair of the ATRI 
Board of Directors said. “Fortunately, Rebecca’s 
passion and dedication will continue to benefit 
the American public. She is very deserving of this 
recognition.”
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Kansas Safety Awards Banquet

The “Best of the Best” of 2012 to be recognized:
Drivers of the Month

Driver of the Year
Safety Professional of the Year
Fleet Safety Contest Winners

Thursday, April 18, 2013
Manor Conference Center/Capitol Plaza Hotel

1717 SW Topeka Blvd., Topeka, KS
Reception: Emerald IV-V

Dinner: Emerald I-III
Social Begins at 6:00 p.m., Dinner follows at 6:30 p.m.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Contact Person

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Address/City/St/Zip

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone/E-mail

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Company Representatve ACCEPTING Fleet Safety Award (if applicable)

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Additional Company Reps/Guests Attending

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____Check Enclosed

________________________________________ ________
Visa or Mastercard number        3-digit code

_________   ______________________________________
Exp Date       Name on Card

________________________________________________
Signature

New Lower 2013 Price!
Banquet Reservations are $40 per person

Banquet reservations are required and 
must be made by Friday, April 12, 2013.

Payment MUST Accompany Registration. 

Hotel rooms are available at the 
Capitol Plaza Hotel

Reservation Line: (785) 431-7200
Room Rate is $79

Hosted by Kansas Motor Carriers Association and its Safety Management Council
RSVP to Kansas Motor Carriers Association, PO Box 1673, Topeka, KS 66601-1673

Fax: 785-266-6551 Email: davery@kmca.org Phone: 785-267-1641

For Office Use Only:                 pd               db               nt
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GREAT WEST CASUALTY COMPANY
The Difference is Service

We 
Care 
24/7

800-228-8053
 gwccnet.com

CLINe WOOD aGeNCY 
Leawood, KS
913-451-3900 

rUTTer-CLINe 
aSSOCIaTeS INC 
Garden City, KS 
620-276-8274 

WeLLS FarGO 
INSUraNCe SerVICeS 
USa, INC 
Overland Park, KS 
913-234-2930 

WILLIS OF GreaTer 
KaNSaS 
Overland Park, KS 
913-339-0800 

WILLIS OF GreaTer 
KaNSaS INC 
Topeka, KS 
785-233-2790 
 

800-228-8053
 gwccnet.com

The CARE program. You might wonder why we picked 
that name. Simple. Care is what we do, and care is what 
you get with Great West Casualty Company.

Let’s say you experience a breakdown or a collision in 
an unfamiliar area. How do you pick a local repair shop 
you can trust to do the job quickly, and do it right? 

That’s where we can help. We have approved lists of quality repair 
shops and have local adjusters wherever you need assistance. 
We’ll help you choose the right shop so you can be back on 
the road in no time. Plus, any time, day or night, you can talk to 
a real, live person who’ll give you the answers you need. 

Great West Casualty Company – Because no matter 
where you are, we’re with you every step of the way.

GreaT WeST’S COLLISION 
aND rePaIr exPreSS

Not available in all states. All policy terms, conditions, 
definitions, and exclusions apply to this coverage. Please 

see your agent for exact provisions.

KS_FP_CR_2012.indd   1 7/18/2012   11:09:08 AM
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Input Requested on Unsafe Sign Placements
I am requesting assistance from you, the members 
of KMCA, in addressing the problem with unsafe 
placement of signs throughout Kansas that block your 
view from the left. Last fall, I wrote the following letter 
and Tom Whitaker presented it to Mike King, Secretary 
of Transportation.

I am requesting members to take pictures and send 
them to me at decluetransport@hotmail.com, along with 
the specific location and explanation of the problem. 
You can also text this information to 620-338-0086. If 
you have any questions, please feel free to call me at 

620-227-2088 or 620-338-0086. I would appreciate 
you providing your contact information. Our goal is to 
collectively present to KDOT engineers the problem 
areas, and hopefully get them to change the standards 
for sign placement at intersections. This is definitely a 
safety issue, with a fairly simple remedy. Stay safe and 
have a great day. Thank you for keeping America rolling.

Jane Westerman 
KMCA President
DeClue Transport
Dodge City, KS

Written by Jane Westerman and presented by Tom 
Whitaker.

1. There is a problem with signage on the intersecting 
roadway at rural intersections and at the bottom of off-
ramps from freeways. Approaching vehicles on alternate 
roadways are traveling at highway speed and trucks 
don’t see them until they are moving forward into the 
intersection. The issue with the signs is their height is 
such that a passenger vehicle sitting at the stop sign 
can see approaching traffic from either side fine. The 
higher vantage point from a truck makes the signage 
on the intersecting roadway block a large portion on the 
highway and approaching traffic from view.
 • Examples of the freeway off-ramp issue would be  
   eastbound I-70 to southbound US 283 at  
   Wakeeney, and eastbound US 50 to eastbound 
   K96 at South Hutchinson. A truck has to be moved  
   well past the stop bar into the roadway in order to  
   see traffic approaching from the left.
 • Solution is to re-position the signage farther away  
   from the traveled roadway to allow a line of sight  
   from the truck seat. This has been accomplished  
   at both intersections of K-144 at US 83 and at  
   US 56 in rural Haskell County.

2. Traffic signals at intersections in rural areas and/or on 
roadways with a posted speed limit of 50 mph or greater 
need to incorporate the early warning “Prepare to Stop” 
signage with the amber light that begins to flash to warn 
of an imminent red light at the upcoming intersection. 
This technology is already incorporated in a few areas 
across the state and should be mandatory at all the 
above specified locations. This provides trucks with 

ample time to safely reduce speed and come to a safe 
and controlled stop. The key is for the amber warning 
to only flash if the traffic signal is about to change to 
red, continuous flashing lights are not the solution as 
motorists become used to them and tend to somewhat 
take them for granted.
 •  An example of the early warning light is currently  
    in place in Garden City at the intersection of  
    US 50/83 bypass and Spruce St.
 •  Problem intersections are on US 54 and K96  
    around Wichita. Problems exist at signals east of  
    Goddard, east of Andover, etc. where the posted  
    speeds exceed 50 mph. Also, US 50 bypass at the  
    Boot Hill Casino intersection west of Dodge City,  
    and the new K61 four-lane at 30th St. in  
    Hutchinson.

3. The recent craze in building roundabout has not 
taken the length and turning radius of a semi tractor/
trailer combination into consideration. A lot of the new 
roundabouts are too small and the trailer tire marks on 
the center median are clear evidence of the need to 
abandon the practice of building more of them.
 • Examples of the small roundabout are Florence  
   on US 50, east of Ottawa, and those in Newton  
   under I-135.

4. Passing lanes are very helpful but need to be 
constructed on long stretches of flat ground if at all 
possible. Passing lanes that are on an uphill grade are 
of no use to the majority of laden motor carriers. The 
“Keep Right Except to Pass” rule is not being obeyed 
by a lot of vehicles in passing lanes and stepped up 
enforcement would help.

Highway Layout Issues for Trucking
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Truck Insurance Mart, Inc.
Your Truck Insurance Specialists

Truck Insurance Mart, Inc.
Your Truck Insurance Specialists

Don Beilman  
President

(800) 255-0416   
(913) 441-0349

Fax: (913) 441-3756
10027 Woodend Rd.

Edwardsville, KS 66111

Larry Tredway 
Manager

(800) 324-4614  
(620) 654-3921

Fax: (620) 654-3971
249 W. Highway 56

Galva, KS 67443

Truck Insurance Mart provides coverage for the following:
   •  Owner Operators                 •  Small Fleets       •  Contract Haulers  
     •  Truckers Hauling in All States     •  New FHWA Carriers

Zimmer joins KMCA Staff
On Mar. 1, 2013, Cary 
Zimmer joined the KMCA 
Staff as Administrative 
Assistant. She will handle 
membership records, 
membership billing and 
safety compliance supplies. 

Cary attended Itasca 
Community College 
in Minnesota to play 
basketball and earned 
her associates degree in 

2008. Prior to joining KMCA, she worked at the 
Community Bank in Topeka. She has also worked 
at a veterinary clinic. Cary currently resides in 
Topeka.

Cary can be contacted at 785-267-1641 or by 
e-mail at czimmer@kmca.org.

Cary Zimmer

Volunteers needed for Truck 
Driving Championships

KMCA is in need of volunteers for Truck Driving 
Championships, which will be held June 14 & 15, 
2013 at the Expocentre in Topeka. It takes more 
than 100 volunteers to make this event a success.

About a week before the event, volunteers will 
receive information detailing their duties at the 
Championships. There are jobs for everybody, 
from helping sell raffle tickets to delivering scores 
to the announcers table. Every job is important 
and we hope you are able to help. Please let us 
know if you are available Thursday, Friday or 
Saturday.

If you have questions about volunteer 
opportunities, please contact Becky Crawford at 
785-267-1641 or e-mail bcrawford@kmca.org.
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FMCSA Warns Truckers to Use Truck-Specific GPS
The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration 
has begun distributing cards to truck drivers 
warning them that using navigation GPS devices 
meant for smaller vehicles can be dangerous and 
could lead to trucks hitting low bridges. FMCSA 
posted its official recommendations on its website 
as a “visor card,” meant for drivers to keep in their 
trucks.
 
It urges use of GPS devices designed for large 
trucks that incorporate road restrictions such as low 
bridges and directs truck drivers on how to avoid 
them. FMCSA Administrator Anne Ferro and  
Sen. Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.) announced the 
GPS recommendations Monday at a Scarsdale, 
N.Y., bridge that is often hit by trucks, Schumer said 
in a statement.
 
“These brand new federal standards for GPS use 
among commercial truck drivers will be the first 

major steps to thwarting life-threatening bridge 
strikes that have been causing massive delays 
and imposing significant costs on taxpayers for far 
too long,” Schumer said. He thanked FMCSA “for 
recognizing the importance of this serious issue 
and for implementing a proactive approach toward 
teaching the industry how to eliminate GPS-related 
accidents.”
 
In addition to distributing the recommendations, 
FMCSA will require GPS device training as a part of 
an upcoming recommendation mandating training 
for all entry-level truck and bus drivers, Schumer 
said.
 
About 80% of bridge strikes in New York state result 
from large vehicles whose drivers do not use the 
right navigation devices, Schumer said, citing a 
2009 study.
 

Bergkamp Insurance Center, Inc.

•  Truck Insurance
•  Bob-Tail (Non-Trucking)
• Owner/Operator 
• Fleet
• Non-Fleet

300 N. Main St.
South Hutchinson, KS 67505

1.800.794.4812 
620.662.7067

www.bergkampinsurance.com

Celebrating 50 Years of Outstanding Service

The BIG Difference
When Rates and Personal Service are Important, call Bergkamp!
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A Tournament to Benefit KMCA’s PRO TRUCK PAC

Tuesday, May 21, 2013

Sponsorship Form

Company Name as you want it displayed on sponsorship signs:
_________________________________________________________

Company Location(s) as you want them displayed on sponsorship signs:
_______________________________________________________________

Schedule: 
Registration - 11:30 a.m.

Lunch (Lunch is Provided) - 12:00 p.m.
Shotgun Start - 1:00 p.m.

Sand Creek Station
920 Meadowbrook Dr.

Newton, KS 67114

                         Total Enclosed for Sponsorships: $___________________

Name ________________________________________ Company __________________________________
 
Address _____________________________________ City ____________________ State ____ Zip _______
  
Phone Number _____________________________ E-mail ____________________________________

Payment Method: Check ______VISA______ Mastercard _______ 3 Digit ID Code  ____________

Name on Card ___________________________________________________________________

Card Number _____________________________________________ Expires ________________

*Payment MUST accompany this form!*
KMCA PRO TRUCK PAC ~P.O. Box 1673~Topeka, KS 66601~Fax: 785.266.6551

Sponsorships Available:
Lunch: $1,000  _______
Hole Sponsor: $200 _______
Beverage Cart: $1,000 _______
Hole-In-One Sponsor: $1,000 _______
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A Tournament to Benefit KMCA’s PRO TRUCK PAC

Payment Information
**Payment must accompany registration**

_____Enclosed is a check payable to KMCA PRO TRUCK PAC
_____I authorize the charge to the credit card I have specified.   

____Visa    ____Mastercard

Credit Card number ________________________________________Exp Date____________

Name on Card____________________________________3-digit code__________

 

Return this form to KMCA PRO TRUCK PAC, P.O. Box 1673, Topeka, KS 66601
785.267.1641--Fax 785.266.6551

Please specify if all people 
listed are on the same team, 
or note who they would like 

to be paired with. 

1. Name and Company ________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address  ____________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Telephone ________________________E-mail __________________________________________

2. Name and Company ________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address  ____________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Telephone ________________________E-mail __________________________________________

3. Name and Company ________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address  ____________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Telephone ________________________E-mail __________________________________________

4. Name and Company ________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address  ____________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip _____________________________________________________________________

Telephone ________________________E-mail __________________________________________

Golf Registration
Tuesday, May 21, 2013

Sand Creek Station, 920 Meadowbrook Dr., Newton, KS 67114 
Registration Deadline: May 16, 2013

Entry Fee: $99 per person or $356 per foursome - A $40 Discount
Schedule: 11:30 a.m. - Registration, 12:00 p.m. - Lunch Provided 

1:00 p.m. Shotgun Start
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